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Abstract 
ecreation. The working group consists of 
the participants of the in-
ere collected by the questionnaire. The data 
analysis was conducted by thorough content analysis. It is found that the participants have different knowledge and ideas on 
historical recreation. The majority of the participants had heard of the method of historical recreation before but they had not 
used this method.  
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1. Introduction 
The European Union (EU) has the educational programs Socrates I (1995 1999), Socrates II (2000- 2006) 
and Lifelong Learning Programme (2007 2013) in order to realize its educational policies. The educational 
institutions from 27 Member States of the European Union, the EFTA-EEA countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein, and 
Norway) and candidate countries (Turkey) can participate in Lifelong Learning Programme. Lifelong Learning 
Programme is an umbrella programme and it is divided in four sectorial sub programmes (Comenius, Grundtvig, 
Erasmus and Leonardo) and four transversal programmes. Comenius is one of the sectorial sub programmes of 
Lifelong Learning Programme. The main aim of the Comenius programme is to develop knowledge and 
understanding among young people and educational staff of the diversity of European cultures, languages and 
centrally by the Education, Audiovisual & Culture Executive Agency (EACEA , 2009 
This study was conducted within the Comenius in-service training course that was commenced at the end of 
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Centre - Spain, Department of Pedagogic Art  Spain, Cenova University - Italy, Ostrava University - Czech 
Republic, Crete Secondary Education Director Office -Crete / Greece) from six countries (Turkey, Portugal, Spain, 
Italy, Czech Republic and Greece) were involved. The project aims to introduce, implement and spread historical 
recreation as an instructional method. The products of the project are; a manual, a CD and a DVD as guides for 
educational staff who want to do a historical recreation project and in-service training course that is open to all staff 
of different educational institutions such as schools, education centres and museums in Europe. This study was 
conducted by two researchers who were two of the trainers in the in-service training course. The aim of the study 
was to find out whether the participants in the course had any previous experience on historical recreation method, 
to get their opinions about the method of historical recreation and the training that they received in the course.  
 
1.1. The Method of Historical Recreation and Its Implementation  
 
Historical Recreation can be characterised as not only a teaching method but also a cultural and social 
activity. This activity consists of performing and reproducing certain aspects or facts of a certain period in history 
ion, Anderson 
method it is possible to involve students in re-creating or re-enacting the past. So, the study of history becomes a 
personal and living experience for the students.  
Offering to participants and spectators an informative and educational insight, in the fields of formal and 
informal education is the aim of the activity. Using real relics and working within the actual setting interpreting 
what life must have been like at the time in question is the aim. In this sense, another name for this method is Living 
 
 - rope and in 
the USA (Ata, 2007). Julian Tilbury states that recreation is a useful tool for history education and three principles 
should be taken into consideration while planning recreation. These are; conformity with the rules and safety, 
historical accuracy and attractive presentation (Ata, 2007). With the method of historical recreation students can 
investigate the chosen period totally with its culture, language, gastronomy and chemistry in order to develop a right 
perspective for the chosen period. 
Bain and Mirel (1982) specified that historical recreation should not be confused with role playing or 
simulation. The aim of historical recreation is not only to recreate the period with costumes belonging to that period 
but also to make students research that period and investigate it with an inquiring approach.  
 Arnold (1998) explains that active participation is important for permanent and effective learning but it is 
difficult to make students active participants in some courses such as history. Historical recreation can be used as an 
effective method by teachers to make students participate in courses actively. By using this method, as Arnold 
(1998) states students should be active, they move in a class by leaving their desks; communicate with their 
classmates and recreate an event belongs to history. This event could be a peace congress, a marketplace, ball, 
discovery of Africa, etc.  
 
1.2. Comenius In-service Training Course 
 
 -
service training course was organized as a product of the project. The course was held on 10-17 May 2009 in 
Lagos/Portugal and it was open to all educational staff in Europe. 12 participants from Turkey, Greece, the Czech 
Republic
(reference PT 2009 042 001).  
 
2. Aim 
 
 The aim of the study was to find out whether the participants of the in-service training course (10 17 May 
2009 Lagos/Portugal) had any previous knowledge about historical recreation and to get their opinions about the 
method of historical recreation. The answers for the following questions were sought in order to achieve this aim:  
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1. Did the participants of the course have any previous training in historical recreation? 
2. How did the participants define the method of historical recreation? 
3. In which subjects do the participants want to use the method of historical recreation? 
4. What are the subjects in which the participants want to do recreation and what are their reasons? 
5. Have the participants used this method before? 
6. Do the participants know the differences between the methods of historical recreation and dramatization? 
7.  
8. Did the course meet the expectations of the participants? 
 
 3. Methodology 
 
 A survey method was used in the study.   
 
3.1. Working Group  
 
The working group of the study consists of the participants of the in-service training course that was 
organized at the end of the project. 12 participants, 8 female and 4 male, participated in the course from different 
countries (Germany, Turkey, Czech Republic, Greece and France). 1 participant was an expert at a living history 
museum and 1 participant was a research assistant at a university. The other participants were teachers of different 
subjects at primary and secondary schools.  
 
3.2. Data Collection 
 
The in-
countries attended the course that was open to all educational staff in Europe. A questionnaire was developed to find 
out whether the participants knew the method of historical recreation, to get their definition of historical recreation 
and to get their opinions about the in-service training course. The questionnaire was developed with the consultation 
of experts. All participants filled in the questionnaire. The questionnaire had two parts. In the first part there were 
questions to define the demographic properties of the participants. In the second part, there were open ended 
questions to find out whether the participants knew the method of historical recreation, how they defined and 
perceived this method and whether the course met their expectations. 
 
3.3. Analysis of Data 
 
 The data analysis was conducted by thorough content analysis. Content analysis is a qualitative analysis 
method and it is defined as the systematic, objective and quantification analysis to define variables in a text 
(Wimmer and Dominick, 2000). While describing the opinions of the participants about historical recreation, codes 
were made, groups were formed by common codes, the codes changed and developed if necessary.  According to 
the findings of the study the problems about using the method of historical recreation were discussed and 
recommendations were developed.  
The data related to the demographic properties of working group were defined by frequencies and 
percentages. 
 
3. Results and Discussion 
 
The demographic properties of the participants are as follows: there were 8 female and 4 male participants in 
the course and in the study. The great majority of the participants (f: 6) were in the 25 35 age group. In total 10 
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(83%) participants were teachers in primary (f: 1), lower secondary (f: 5) and upper secondary (f: 4) schools. 1 
participant was a research assistant at a university and 1 participant was an expert at living history museum. These 
participants were from Turkey (f:4), Greece (f: 3), The Czech Republic (f: 2), Germany (f: 2) and France (f: 1).  
Only 1 out of the 12 participants had attended a Comenius / Grundtvig in-service training course before and 
the other participants were attended this kind of course for the first time. Therefore almost none of the participants 
had had any kind of previous international training experience. Half of the participants (f: 6) had had training before 
on historical recreation and the other half (f: 6) had not had any training before on this subject.  
The ones who had had training before about historical recreation reported that they had had training in their 
countries in 2008 within the framework of the project. 8 participants stated that they had heard of the historical 
recreation method before, 4 participants reported that they had not heard of this method before. It is understood that 
the majority (two thirds) of the participants had heard of this method before.   
 al Recreation 
 
 
Table 1. The Perceptions of the Participants when they first heard of the method of Historical Recreation 
 
 f % 
A possibility to combine drama with other subjects and help pupils to learn by getting involved personally. 2 8,3 
Learning by doing / bringing past back to life. 1 4,2 
Recreating historical events, recreating or representing history by action. 2 8,3 
New and interesting method at learning history. 3 12,5 
That we are trying to recreate history, to present it they way it was. 1 4,2 
Some thing about history lessons. 3 12,5 
It is recreating historical events which were hidden before. 2 8,3 
I decided to make research on this method. 2 8,3 
Interesting variation of role-play. 3 12,5 
Reconstruction of some historical events to experience the history more realistic way. 2 8,3 
I was excited. 3 12,5 
Total 24 100.00 
 
In table 1 it can be seen that the total is more than the number of the participants because each participant 
expressed more than one idea.  
they did not use it.  
The answ
given in table 2 below.  
 
Table 2. The subjects in which the participants have used the historical recreation method 
 
 f % 
History and Czech Language 2 50 
History, Maths, Geography, Czech Language, English Language 1 25 
In many subjects 1 25 
Total 4 100 
 
As can be seen in table 2, the participants have used this method in History and Czech Language courses.  
 
2 of the participants defined historical recreation and dramatization as the same methods but 10 participants 
defined them as different methods. The majority of the participants understood the difference between the methods 
of historical recreation and dra
two different methods are given in table 3 below.  
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Table 3. The opinions of the participants about the difference between historical recreation and dramatization 
 
 f % 
Historical recreation requires research and a deep understanding of the period / event chosen to develop scenes or 
presentations because pupils really have to feel being part of history not only playing a role. Historical recreation is 
interactive and intercultural.  
2 16.7 
Historical recreation can include drama but it is more than drama. Historical recreation must follow reality and 
historical facts as much as possible. Customs  and tools  must be original to  give the spirit of old times 
7 58.3 
Histori
history by living history. 
1 8.3 
Dramatization is theatre, historical recreation is reviving history.  1 8.3 
In Historical Recreation the range of the product can be from 1 to 10.. 
  
1 8.3 
Total 10 100 
 
 
table 4.  
 
Table 4. The reasons of participants for attending the course 
 
 f % 
To meet interesting people / teachers who really love their methodological tools. 2 16.7 
To see how to create and plan a historical recreation project. 3 25 
To learn how to plan and use historical recreation in my lesson. 6 50 
To know the needs of the schools and teachers. 1 8.3 
Total 12 100.00 
 
Half of the participants (f: 6) attended the course to learn how to use the historical recreation method in their 
courses and some of them (f:3) attended to learn how to do a historical recreation project.  
The opinions of the participants about the questi
 
 
Table 5. Expectations of participants before starting the course 
 
 f % 
Learn new things such as educational methods, different school systems, new people and different cultures. To live a week full of 
knowledge and entertainment. 
3 25 
 6 50 
Meeting teachers from different countries. 2 16.7 
To get theoretical and practical information to have ideas to how to do a projects of historical recreation. 1 8.3 
Total 12 100.00 
 
The great majority of the participants (f:6) attended the course to learn the method of historical recreation and 
to develop new perspectives about it.  
hem 
concluded that the course met their expectations. The opinions of the participants about how the course met their 
expectations are presented in table 6.  
 
 
Table 6. the Opinions of the Participants about why the course met their expectations 
 
 f % 
Because I got everything that I wanted. 1 8.3 
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I learned knowledge about different cultures and people and it changed my point of view of the world. 2 16.7 
I feel well prepared to build up a project for my school and I started making contacts with teachers from the partner countries to 
plan further cooperation. 
1 8.3 
The course program was very well planned and organized. 2 16.7 
Recreating the medieval banquet met most of my expectations. Good historical recreation experience.  2 16.7 
Most of the trainers were qualified and adequate. I learned much from them. 1 8.3 
There were many workshops and enjoyable activities that made participants active. 3 25 
Total 12 100.00 
 
 
 
Table 7. What Historical Recreation is According to the Points of View of the Participants 
 
 f % 
limits Recreation. 1 8,3 
ll 
aspects like music,  
3 25 
Recreation of history with students. 4 33,3 
Useful method which we must use in our class 2 16,7 
The final step of a whole Project based on historical knowledge. 2 16,7 
Total 12 100.00 
 
was asked to the participants and their answers are presented in table 8.  
 
Table 8. The subjects that participants want to use historical recreation method 
 
 f % 
Arrival of the praotec Czech 1 8.3 
Life in ancient times in Ankara 1 8.3 
Life of Mevlana 1 8.3 
Battle of Malazgirt 1 8.3 
Empire of the Huns 1 8.3 
  2 16.7 
Civilization, culture, European dimensions. 2 16.7 
Early Middle Ages 3 25.0 
Total 12 100.00 
 
 Apart from the questions and answers given above, the participants made extra comments, too. These extra 
comments are summarized below.    
 Thank you for your good work (f: 6) 
  The quality of the work was very high standard. I learned a lot, but I also had a lot of fun and was very 
delighted by the Professional, very friendly warm hearted atmosphere which really made me feel a part of a 
group of international friends doing efficient work and having a lot of fun. (f: 5) 
 I learned many things and I had many friends. (f: 4) 
 We (participants and trainers) were like friends. I felt great. (f: 4)  
 I learned much by having fun. (f: 4) 
 It was good experience for me. (f: 3) 
 Each Project partner must organize this course at own country (f: 2) 
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5. Findings and Suggestions 
 
5.1. Findings 
 
As a result of the study it is found that the participants have different knowledge and ideas on historical 
recreation.  
The results related to the aims of the study are given below.  
1. The great majority of the participants were attending an international in-service training course for the 
first time.  
2. Half of the participants had received training about historical recreation at a national level before 
attending this course.  
3. The majority of the participants had heard of the method of historical recreation before but they had 
not used this method.  
4. 
Language classes.  
5. The majority of the participants recognised and understood the difference between Historical 
Recreation and Drama. They defined this difference as Historical recreation being able to include 
drama but being more than drama. Historical recreation must follow reality and historical facts as 
much as possible. Customs and tools must be original in order to give the spirit of old times.   
6. The most important reason for the participants to attend this course is to learn how to plan and use 
historical recreation in their lessons.  
7. The most important expectation of the participants at the beginning of the course was to learn about the 
 
8. The course met the expectations of the participants. The most important reason for the satisfaction of 
the participants was that there were many workshops and enjoyable activities that made the 
participants active.  
9. 
of history with students.   
10. Participants wanted to use this method in the subjects of Early Middle Ages and Civilization, Culture, 
European Dimensions.   
 
5.1. Suggestions 
 
1. The course of historical recreation should be repeated in other project partner countries, attendance from 
different countries should be promoted and in this way the use of this method should be disseminated.  
2. The participants of the course should be encouraged to inform their colleagues about the method of 
historical recreation and related government ministries and local boards should support teachers.  
3. In order to disseminate the method of historical recreation and its usage other national and international 
projects should be developed and supported.  
4. Seminars or meetings about the historical recreation method for administrative staff who are closely 
involved in decisions should be organized.  
5. Each country should develop cooperation between primary, secondary and higher education institutions 
in order to organize historical recreation activities.  
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